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Mayoral Speech at the Albert Luthuli School 



Clr HM Ledwaba 




VENUE: Bela-Bela 

Programme Director

Principal of the Albert Luthuli

Learners and Educators of our school

The leadership and representatives of Imana Foods  

Distinguished Guests

Ladies and Gentlemen
Good morning 

Firstly, I must take this opportunity to thank the leadership of the Albert Luthuli School for inviting us, as the Municipality, to this important gathering.

And also wish to thank the Imana Foods for seeing it fit to grace this occasion and more important to partner our school in this project to remind, all of us, of the importance of having such a community centre in the form of this school. 

I say it is an important gathering primarily because we can not over-emphasis the crucial role our educators and the school administration play in contributing towards building the future of our children and developing our community.

It is again an important gathering in that today’s event speak volumes about what all of us have been saying about the importance of partnership and collaboration between government and the private sector in uplifting our communities from poverty – in this case –  poverty of the mind. 

But for us as the municipality, this is not only an important day but a special day for hundreds of our learners, educators and indeed a special day particularly with regard to our efforts in development a culture of teaching and learning amongst our community.   

Earlier today, I attended the launch of Art at Heart Competition, sponsored by Cashbuild. Through this competition, our schools are provide with an opportunity win building material to the value of R10 000 by simple put their learners’ artistic talent to works.

This in the process will unearth the talent of many of our children.

It is through this commitment of companies like Cashbuild and Imana Foods that we are hopeful, as the municipality and Bela-Bela community, that we will defeat poverty in our society while educating and empowering our people. 
More important, this particular gathering is special because this school carries such an important name in the history of this country.

It is an important name that seeks to remind us of our collective struggle to ensure that all our people taste the fruits of freedom fought, amongst other, by one of the  pillars of our democracy Chief Albert Luthuli.
Chief Luthuli was not Only the leader of our people and the President of our people’s party - the African National Congress (ANC) but a principled and dedicated community activist.    

However, not many people know that Chief Luthuli was a qualified teacher and was deeply committed to non-violence. Chief Luthuli was a profound thinker, a hero and a great leader of our people.
In other words, Chief Luthuli was an educator and community leader, who discouraged all forms of violence be it at home, at schools or places of work.

All of us have the responsibility to follow in his footsteps to ensure that we discourage all forms of violence in our schools and ensure that democracy find expression in our daily lives.
This will be an appropriate way to honour his legacy. And we can only do so by taking our responsibilities as citizens and residents serious by help eradicate illiteracy, alcohol and drug abuse, teenager pregnancy and criminality amongst our children. 
As parents, we should be asking ourselves what are doing to contribute to a safe environment at school and particularly at our homes to ensure that our children are able to learn and become community leaders like Chief Albert Luthuli.

What are we doing to teach our children and community to protect our assets such as this school which is name after such an important leader who contributed to us having the freedoms we enjoy today?

What is it that we need to do to support our teachers to improve
Do we ensure that our children arrive on time at school and that they participate in sports so as to enable them to be active participants in our economy.
Clearly, it is not correct for us as parents to sit here and do nothing about alcohol abuse by our children and the increasing number of children getting pregnant at such a young age.

We can not be proud, as parents, to sit here and do nothing when our children are stealing equipment from Chief Albert Luthuli school?

What we will be doing by doing nothing is that we will be destroying our children. We will be destroying their future and our future.

In simple terms, it means we will remain poor until we die.  
By doing nothing, we   

As the municipality we are committed to help the school and our community 
We will be running educational campaigns to educate our parents, children and residents about the importance of planting trees, and taking care of our community assets. 

We all need to ensure, as partners, that we develop a culture of respect in our community. It is our responsibility that we, as parents help our teachers to help our children learn to make good and healthy choice.
Government yesterday announced that it is investing R6.1 billion to educate our people, who can not read or write wit the aim of increasing the levels of literacy amongst South Africans. That talks directly to us as parents, who were not fortunate enough to attend school. 
And we should position ourselves to benefit from such intervention.
We all need to empower ourselves with the necessary tools for us to defeat poverty.

It is therefore important that all of us take education serious, as our former President Mandela once said, education is the single most important tool to liberate any person.

Through education, we can free ourselves from poverty.

To this end, I wish however to take this opportunity to thank the Imana Foods and its leadership for their intervention and support in this struggle to free our people from poverty.

It is through such partnership like this between the private sector and government that we will all achieve what Chief Albert Luthuli stood for.

I am confident however that with the ongoing support of companies like Imana Foods South Africa and indeed our community will defeat poverty of the mind.
It believed that today is the beginning of a long relationship between Imana Foods, Albert Luthuli School and our municipality. And that we will seeing a lot more of you in Bela-Bela. 

I thank you 
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